432   _________________Sri Raghavendra

that you should grace her survival for a few more months
and I leave that responsibility to you.'

Before long, they all reached Kumarapalayam with
their ailing mother, who had by then lost her speech as
well, creating anxiety to everyone.

It was 10 P.M., when everybody retired to bed.
Seshadri and his sister lied down on either side of their
mother, to look after her needs. As they were thoroughly
exhausted, they dozed off in no time.

At midnight, Seshadri and his sister woke up, on
hearing their mother making some involuntary sound.
She was, in fact groaning in pain, uttering the cry, 'Oh,
please don't do that...I cannot bear the pain...'

'Amma, Amma...what is happening to you? Have
you had any frightening dream?'

There was no response to their call and the mother
closed her eyes and dropped asleep. The siblings
thought at that moment that she must have had a bad
dream and so they lied down again.

Soon, there was a louder moaning from their mother
and when the son and daughter got up, they found to their
surprise and relief too, that their mother had instinctively
and unconsciously passed urine that had remained
blocked for so long, making the floor wet.

Seshadri's sister then changed the saree of her
mother and after washing her hands and feet, offered her
obeisances before the picture of Sri Raghavendra. It was
4 A.M., by then.